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What are Aspire Readers?  

‘Aspire Readers’ is a programme that provides pupils with a selection of books that 

we believe every pupil needs to read during their time here at King’s Liverpool. 

These books are read aloud as ‘class readers’ during form time. Each book is 

selected based upon genre, author and ambitious themes. 

The Aspire Readers Programme allows Form Tutors to model fluent and expressive 

reading whilst highlighting difficult language to close the vocabulary gap and expose 

our students to high level words. This programme seeks to place reading at the heart 

of the curriculum and ethos at King’s Leadership Academy. 

Why do we have ‘Aspire Readers’?  

– The benefits of reading for cognitive development are well understood. By reading 

widely, students are introduced to vocabulary, syntactic structures and background 

knowledge without which they might otherwise fail to encounter.  

– Listening to a skilled reader read aloud, provides students with most of the benefits 

of silent reading with none of the barriers for non-fluent readers. As a result, a read-

aloud programme is likely to narrow the attainment gap as well as positively 

influence the reading culture in school.   

– At King’s Leadership Liverpool, we believe that students are entitled to experience 

a wide range of texts, including various ‘classics’ that they might not otherwise 

encounter as well as modern, new authors. Students from more socially advantaged 

backgrounds are far more likely to experience the pleasure and excitement of these 

books outside of schools. However, for many students, school is the only place 

where they are likely to have high-quality texts read to them.  



– In order to ensure this entitlement is met, we have created a curriculum of books 

that we believe represent a diversity of thought and experience, as well as being age 

appropriate for students in different year groups.   

– Reading aloud to students is a ‘gap-narrowing’ intervention that will benefit all 

students but disproportionately benefit the least advantaged.  

– Hearing these texts read aloud is not only likely to improve students’ reading ability 

and potential for academic success, it will give them access to a world of ideas that 

they may not otherwise be able to experience.  

– Reading aloud fosters the family ethos and sharing in the joy of reading a book 

together can bond a form group.  

What books will be read?  

– There are at least four books on the curriculum for each year group. Each form 

tutor will read the same book to start the year. Ideally, each form group will read at 

least three books over the year.   

 How do the form time reading sessions work?  

– Lesson one is dedicated to the teacher reading aloud for ten minutes. Students will 

then answer questions and the teacher will address any misconceptions around what 

the pupil has read during that session.  

– The teacher briefly recaps what has happened in the previous reading session. 

– The teacher reads the book aloud and the pupils read along using their own copy 

of the book and using their reading ruler as an aide. 

– At the end of the session, the teacher will hold a brief discussion with students and 

produce a quick summary about what has been read. 

 



Reading for Pleasure 

At King’s Liverpool, we are committed to promoting an ethos where all of our 

students read for pleasure. 

As part of our reading ethos, we believe it is important that parents, carers and 

guardians are involved in this process. However, we understand that parents might 

feel a little unsure about some of the literature that their children may wish to read. 

Therefore, we would encourage parents, carers and guardians to take a look at each 

of the websites listed below. These websites identify reading material by age order. 

They have pre-prepared reading lists from primary right through to secondary age. 

How can parents/guardians encourage and support reading at home? 
 
As a parent/carer, you could:  

 

● register for free to access a range of ebooks, audiobooks and magazines 

offered by Liverpool City Council by clicking on the following link 

https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/    

● make time with your child and read together, if you don’t already. Ten minutes 

each day is a great start. 

● let your child choose what it is they want to read, rather than you choosing 

what you think they should read. 

● encourage your child to read magazines, comics, newspapers and the 

internet as well as a range of books. 

● talk to your child about books or magazines you haven’t enjoyed, as well as 

the ones you have enjoyed. 

● encourage all forms of reading. It is important to remember that your child is 

reading when they are looking at bus timetables, menus, instructions, TV 

guides, and the internet. 

https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/
https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/


● try some skimming and scanning together. Skimming is when you read 

through a piece of text quickly to find out what the main idea is; scanning is 

glancing through a piece of text to find a specific piece of information. 

● help your child to work out what an unfamiliar word means by getting them to 

read the rest of the sentence and look for clues. 

● help by testing your child when they have spellings to learn, as well as 

encouraging them to look up unfamiliar words in a dictionary. 

● help build up the number of words your child knows (their vocabulary).  To 

help your child learn new words, you could ask them to explain to you what 

they think the word means. 

 

Some useful links to free reading resources which you can access online: 

You can register for free to access a range of ebooks, audiobooks and magazines 

offered by Liverpool City Council by clicking here.  https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/ 

A range of activities offered by the charity 'World Book Day' are available here. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/ 

 

Look on Amazon, see if there are any free audiobooks for your child 

https://www.audible.co.uk/?ref=Adbl_ip_rdr_from_US&source_code=AUK30DFT1BkWS082

6159058&ipRedirectFrom=US&ipRedirectOriginalURL=start-listen 

 

Websites to help encourage reading at home and at school: 

● Oxford Owl Press http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

● Wordsforlife.org.uk Words for Life 

● Booktrust www.booktrust.org.uk 

● The Child Literacy Centre www.childliteracy.com 
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